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Applicant elected specie 13, figure 15 as shown, a single sinusoidal ribbon with twist 
between its peaks. This specie does not include the variable or asymmetrical twist or the flanges. 
Hence claims 6-7, 10, 13-30 and 35 have been withdrawn. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the dale ol'applicaiion lor paieni in the United States. 

Claims 1-5, 8-9, 11-12 and 31 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 02(b) as being anticipated by Tynan 

(2446893) 

1. 

Tynan discloses decorative or structural element derived from compressed wood comprising: 
a unitary ribbon 25 comprising a body portion having a length (L), figure 5, between a first end 
and a second end, thereby defining a longitudinal axis, a width (W) and a thickness (D), figure 
11; first and second major surfaces, and first and second lateral perimeter surfaces having a 
width substantially equal to (D) and a length substantially equal to (L), see figures 1,5,7 and 11; 
and a plurality of peaks (Pn) and troughs (Tn) between the first and second ends generally 
forming a sinusoidal waveform. See figure 5 
2. 

Tynan discloses the amplitude and wavelength are generally constant from the first end to the 

second end of the ribbon. See figure 5 

3. 
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Tynan discloses a tangent contacting each peak Pn is characterized as one of convex, concave, 

undulating or linear. See figure 5 

4. 

Tynan discloses a tangent contacting each trough Tn is characterized as one of convex, concave, 

undulating or linear. See figure 5 

5. 

Tynan discloses a tangent contacting each peak Pn is characterized as one of convex, concave, 
undulating or linear and wherein a tangent contacting each trough Tn is characterized as one of 
convex, concave, undulating or linear. 
8. 

Tynan discloses a tangent contacting each peak Pn is characterized as convex and a tangent 

contacting each trough mn is characterized as concave. 

9. 

Tynan discloses one of the wavelength or the amplitude is generally constant. See figure 5 
11. 

Tynan discloses a tangent contacting each peak Pn is characterized as one of convex or concave, 

and a tangent contacting each trough Tn is characterized as linear. See figure 5. 

12. 

Tynan discloses wherein the wavelength ",k" is generally constant. See figure 5 
31. 

Tynan discloses a decorative or structural element derived from compressed wood comprising: 
a unitary ribbon 25 comprising a body portion having a length (L) between a first end and a 
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second end, thereby defining a longitudinal axis, a width (W) and a thickness (D); first and 
second major surfaces, and first and second lateral perimeter surfaces having a width 
substantially equal to (D) and a length substantially equal to (L); and a plurality of peaks (Pn) 
and troughs (Tn) between the first and second ends generally forming a sinusoidal waveform 
wherein the ribbon includes at least one longitudinal twist between the first end and the second 
end. See figures 5-11 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 32-34 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 

Tynan in view of Lamle. 

32. 

It is unclear form figure 5 if Tynan discloses the at least one longitudinal twist is between two 
adjacent peaks. Lamle discloses a plurality of ribbons with a sinusoidal configuration with at 
least one longitudinal twist between adjacent peaks. 
33. 

Lamle discloses at least one longitudinal twist is between a first peak and an adjacent trough. 
34. 
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The measurement for the longitudinal twist has been considered one of choice well within the 
scope of Tynan and Lamle requiring only routine experimentation to arrive at optimal 
measurement ranges. 

In view of the above it would have been obvious to modify Tynan to include the twist ribbon of 
Lamle to improve the strength of the riboon as shown by Lamle 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Chapman E. Jeanette whose telephone number is 571-272-6841. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Mon.-thursday, 8:30-6:00, every fri. off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor Brian Glessner can be reached at 571-272-6843. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/JEANETTE CHAPMAN/ 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 
ART UNIT 3633 
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